HISTORY OF THE FRENCH NOVEL    en
romance itself with intenser doses of passion, of the subsidiary interests of art, etc, and of what may be in a way called " theory," than Scolt had cared foi In fact, the Hugonic romance is a sort of blending of Scott and Byron, with a good deal of the author's country, and still more of himself, added The connection again between Scott and Dumas is simpler and less blended with other influences, the chief differences should have been aheady pointed out But the impoitant thing to notice is that, with a few actual gaps, and seveial patches which have been more fully worked over and occupied than others, practically the whole of French history fi om the fourteenth century to, and including) the Revolution was " novelised " by the wand of this second magician 1 That the danger of the historical variety was entiiely avoided by these its French practitioneis cannot indeed be said Even Scott had not wholly got the bettei of it in his less perfect pieces, such, for instance, as those already glanced-at parts of The Monastery', where histoucftl rfat now and then supplies the place of vigorous novel-action and talk Dumas' co-operative habits (which are as little to be denied as they are to be exaggeiated) lent themselves to it much more freely But, notwithstanding this, the total accession of pleasuie to the novel-reader was immense, and the fuithei possibility of such accession practically unlimited And accoid-ingly the kind, though sometimes belittled by foolish criticism, and sometimes going out of favour by the vicissitudes of mere fashion, lias constantly renewed itself, and is likely to do so Its special advantages nnd its special warnings aie of some interest to discuss briefly Among the first may be ranked something which the foolish belittlers above mentioned entirely fail to appie-ciate, and indeed positively dislike The danger of the novel of ordinary and contempoiary life (which accompanied this and which is to be considered shortly as
1 It Beenu unnecaaary to repeat wliat hoi bcon ialil on Vlgny and MeYlnirfe | but It ii Important to keep conatantly In mind that they came before Diimii Aa Tar the itlll earlier Sdaalrit I must repeat that M d'Arllnwurt'n utter failure at an Individual ought not completely to obacuro hie Importance ai a plotacr in kind